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Are You Moving?
Have You Changed Your E-mail Address?
Don’t forget to send us your new e-mail address, so your subscription will
continue uninterrupted. And send us your old and new mailing addresses, so
we can keep your information up-to-date and make sure you get mailings.

NEWS

Promotional Hooks
OCTOBER
Church Library Month
National Book Month
National Reading Group Month
Antiboredom Month
2-8: Great Books Week
2-8: Mystery Series Week
16-22: Teen Read Week
23: Bible Sunday
29: Biographies Are Beautiful Day

NOVEMBER
Religion Books Month
1: National Author’s Day
1: Family Literacy Day
7-11: National Young Reader’s Week
9: National Young Reader’s Day
20-27: National Bible Week
21: National Day of the Bible

DECEMBER
Read a New Book Month
10: Dewey Decimal System Day
20: Hanukkah (first night)
25: Christmas

&

Book Updates
Repackaged
Christmas Stories (Nelson; combination of The Christmas Child,
Jacob’s Gift, The Christmas Candle, The Coming)

Reprinted
60 Questions Christians Ask About Jewish Beliefs and Practices
by Michael L. Brown (Revell)
Counterfeit Gods by Timothy Keller (Riverhead, originally
Dutton)
Life of John Newton (New Leaf, originally American Sunday
School Union)
Safely Home by Randy Alcorn (Tyndale)
What Every Wife Wants Her Husband to Know by Annie Chapman (Harvest House)

Retitled
Expecting to See Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz (Zondervan,
originally I Saw the Lord)

Revised
Generation Change by Zach Hunter (Zondervan)
Lose Your Cool by Zach Hunter (Zondervan)
Real Relationships: From Bad to Better and Good to Great by Les
& Leslie Parrott (Zondervan)
Spiritual Leadership by Henry & Richard Blackaby (B&H)

Use Our Reviews

I

NOTES

f you or your library is a member of the Evangelical
Church Library Association (membership includes a
subscription to Church Libraries), you may quote from or reproduce
the reviews in this journal in your library promotion materials.
Include this permission line at the bottom of each review:
Reprinted from Church Libraries, Fall 2011. Used with permission.

Renew and Refresh:
Rethinking Essentials
ECLA Conference
October 14-15
Wheaton, Ill.
Friday evening
Bill Arven, READ Ministries

www.facebook.com/eclalibraries

www.twitter.com/eclalibraries

Saturday Lunch
Meet the Authors
eclalibraries.org/conference.html
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Christy Awards
T

Historical Romance
The Girl in the Gatehouse by Julie Klassen, Bethany

he 2011 Christy Awards were
presented July 11 in Atlanta, Ga.,
during the International Christian Retail Show. Named in honor of
Catherine Marshall and her novel
Christy, these awards recognize the
best in Christian fiction in nine categories.
This year’s winners are:

Contemporary Romance
Sworn to Protect by DiAnn Mills, Tyndale
Contemporary Series
The Reluctant Prophet by Nancy Rue,
Cook
Contemporary Standalone
Almost Heaven by Chris Fabry, Tyndale

Suspense
The Bishop by Steven James, Revell
Visionary
To Darkness Fled by Jill Williamson,
Marcher Lord

First Novel
Heartless by Anne Elisabeth Stengl,
Bethany
Historical
While We’re Far Apart by Lynn Austin,
Bethany

Young Adult
Motorcycles, Sushi & One Strange Book
by Nancy Rue, Zondervan
For more information, go to www.
ChristyAwards.com.

BULLETIN
BOARD
In the Beginning ...
Surround the title with book jackets or
copies of covers of books on creation
and evolution.

—Lisa Kern, librarian
College Church, Wheaton, Ill.
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Christmas
in Your Library
by Jerusha Agen

I

n the midst of the rush and chaos
that often imbues Christmastime in
modern society, church librarians
can feel the stress like anyone. While
juggling the demands of the season, it’s
easy to let the holiday whirl by without so much as a Christmas-themed
bulletin board for the library.
With careful planning, however,
you can take advantage of the unique
promotional opportunities of Christmas and make the library an integral
part of your patrons’ Christmas traditions.
The library at New Hope Presbyterian Church in Green Bay, Wisc., has
done that by holding an annual Christmas open house on the first Sunday of
every December for the past 15 years.
This event provides a fun way to
launch the Christmas season for the
church as a whole, while announcing
the presence of the library as the primary source for Christmas media to
celebrate the holiday.

Drawing People
A Christmas open house may be formatted in any number of ways. At the
center of New Hope library’s event is
an abundance of Christmas cookies,
provided by members of the library
committee.
The cookies, which are served in the
library immediately following the
morning worship service, act as a powerful draw for church attendees. Every

year, new faces are common around
the cookie table as people who have
never visited the library are lured inside by the prospect of sweets.
If your library committee does not
have enough members to provide the
amount of cookies needed, enlist library volunteers or interested patrons
to help with the supply. Since most

With careful
planning, … you
can take advantage
of the unique
promotional
oppor
tunities
opportunities
of Christmas
and make the librar
libraryy
an integral par
partt
of your patrons’
Christmas
traditions.

people lead busy lives, it’s a good idea
to remind cookie providers about the
event as the date gets close.
Also coordinate with your church’s
sound system operators or bring your
own CD/MP3 player to play recorded
Christmas music in the background
during the open house.

Displaying Products
Though cookies may be the draw, the
result is that new and regular patrons
who enter the library see the Christmas
decorations and displays of seasonal
media. New Hope features a prominent, face-out display of children’s
Christmas books for easy grab-and-go
access for youngsters and busy parents
who see an interesting cover or title at
a glance.
Christmas CDs also benefit from a
special showcase because even library
patrons who do not usually check out
CDs will often have a desire to listen
to Christmas music.
As space allows, set apart select
Christmas DVDs and adult books in
conspicuous areas. The bulk of holiday
materials can also be made obvious in
their usual locations by placing decorative borders around the shelves to
highlight Christmas sections.

Soliciting Donations
New Hope’s staff decorates during the
week before the open house, giving the
library a festive facelift that is revealed
Church Libraries • Fall 2011 5
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at the event. The focal point is a small
Christmas tree that does double duty
as a visual and promotional centerpiece. Rather than traditional Christmas ornaments, this tree features ornaments that detail items patrons can
donate to the library in the giving spirit
of the season.
These ornaments are easily made by
cutting pictures and descriptions of
media from catalogs or printing them
from Web sites (prices included) and
pasting them on index cards, trimmed
to the right size. Punch a hole in each
card, thread a festive Christmas ribbon
through it, and tie it into a loop for
hanging.
A small, explanatory sign placed by
the tree informs patrons that to donate
one of the items, they may remove the
desired ornament and either purchase

BULLETIN/
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
Adapt this short article to fit your library
situation, and publish it in your church
bulletin or newsletter.

—Joyce K. Ellis, library volunteer,
Edinbrook Church,
Brooklyn Park, Minn.

the item themselves or give the ornament and payment to a library volunteer.
Like the other holiday displays, the
library’s wish-list tree stays up until the
end of December, providing a monthlong awareness campaign for library
needs and an easy way to donate.

Promoting the Event
To maximize anticipation and attendance for the open house, announce
the event weekly if your worship service includes oral announcements,
starting two to three weeks in advance.
Also include announcements in
your church bulletin and newsletter.
Mentioning the wish-list tree and explaining how it works will go a long
way toward creating awareness for the

donations opportunity.
With these ideas as a springboard,
your library will not get lost in the hustle and bustle this Christmas season.
Instead, it will be at the center of your
church’s celebration of the holiday.
A little planning and preparation
can create the elements that traditions
are made of—the air filled with the
smell of cookies, the sound of specially
chosen Christmas music, and festive
decorations all around—providing an
atmosphere of celebration that will
help your church and your library get
off to the right start this Christmas.
____________________________________________________________
Jerusha Agen is a freelance writer living
near Green Bay, Wisc., where she has
served in church libraries for 18 years.

Bad Economy Good for Library?

H

ow can you and the church library benefit from the current economic downturn? Two easy ways:

1. Instead of spending money for books, CDs, and DVDs, visit the library and see if what you’re looking for is there among our more than
7,000 titles for toddlers through senior adults.
Or discover some great books and other media you didn’t even know
about. Books may be checked out for three weeks at a time, other media
for one week. Renewals allowed. Stop in and browse any time the library
doors are open.

2. Donate Christian books, CDs, and DVDs you no longer want or need
to the library, so others in our church family can enjoy them. Donated
materials stretch the library’s budget.
Include your name and address with the materials you donate, and
you’ll receive a receipt from the staff for tax purposes. (The staff reserves
the right to be selective in what’s accepted.)
Expand your world, increase your spiritual growth, and be a good
steward. Use and support the church library.
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Prescription
for a Discouraged
Librarian
by Lynn Austin

I

f you’re discouraged, you’re not
alone. Most church librarians get
discouraged from time to time.
Some of them even quit.
Many factors contribute to this feeling: lack of space, nobody caring, nobody reading, or not being valued for
your work. People say or think, “Oh,
they are only books. Those aren’t important.”
Some of you feel discouraged because you think, Is all this work really
important? Does it matter in the bigger
scheme of things, especially when you look
at the situation the world is in?
The answer to both of these questions is yes!
As an antidote to this discouragement, think about two truths: (1) This
ministry you’ve taken over is a unique
calling. You have been chosen by God
to be a librarian and have a special set
of gifts and talents you probably don’t
even realize you have. (2) Your work
is an important ministry in the Body
of Christ.
Maybe then you can see that sometimes the discouragement you feel is
from Satan, our enemy, who doesn’t
want you to be involved in an important ministry that has eternal consequences.

A Unique Calling
Being a book lover is a spiritual gift
from God. You don’t find the term librarian in the Bible. It’s not a visible gift
like teacher, pastor, author, or singer;
and because it is not visible, we take it
for granted. You do not recognize the
gift in yourself because it comes so
naturally. Not everyone feels the way
you do about books. God gave you this
love of books because He has an important ministry for you.
You come from a long tradition of
librarians. You don’t find them in the
Bible, but God has had librarians—
people with your gift—for centuries. If
you think about it, our Bible is a mini
library: 66 books. It consists of a variety of books: poetry, history, law, wisdom literature, collections of letters,

Your work
is an impor
tant
important
ministr
ministryy in the Body
of Christ.

eyewitness accounts, military battles,
songs, prophecies, biographies, and
even love stories.
But did you ever stop to think about
who saved all these books for centuries and centuries? How is it that we
have these 66 books of the Bible?
Throughout the years, God had
people—both men and women—He
called to be librarians, people who valued books and who saved all these precious volumes.
Moses wrote the first five books of
the Bible around 1400 B.C. So how is it
they have been saved all these years?
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles reveal
that at the end of those history books,
Israel was exiled to Babylon.
How did those books get saved in
that huge upheaval of war and exile? I
believe it was because there were
people of Israel who were willing to
take the books with them. They could
not stand to go into exile without saving these precious books.
What about the Book of Esther? That
book takes place in Persia during the
exile. The name of God isn’t even mentioned in it. How is it that it was
brought back and put into the collection with the other books of the Bible?
Someone saw the value of this book,
Church Libraries • Fall 2011 7
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saved it, and brought it back. Now who
might that be? Perhaps someone with
the same calling you have.
Psalms and proverbs, poetry and
songs were collected over thousands
of years. Who collected them? Who
kept these altogether in a nice neat collection and organized them? Someone
with your gift.
What about the prophets? Ezekiel
and Daniel were written in exile. How
is it that we have these books today?
In the Book of Jeremiah, there’s a story
that strikes fear in the heart of every
author.
King Jehoiakim was sitting by the
fireplace, and Jehudi was reading from
Jeremiah’s book. Every time he read a
certain amount, the king took out his
knife and cut off part of the scroll and
threw it into the fire. I’ve had bad editors, but never one that harsh! Jeremiah
got into a lot of trouble for writing that
book. What about the people who
saved it? They took a risk by having it
in their home.
Fortunately for us, all those books
were saved. Fortunately for Christ, too,
because in His time these books had
been saved and He could use them and
quote from them. Suppose we didn’t
have them. Suppose someone got too
discouraged and gave up the job and
started throwing books away.
What about the Gospels? Copies
were made and passed out all over the
Roman Empire. Luke was an eyewitness and wrote his gospel to a man
named Theophilus. We don’t know
anything about him. Suppose Luke’s
wife threw out this letter.
Or the epistles. I’m sure many of you
have a bundle of letters somewhere in
your house that you have been saving.
Likewise, someone saved these letters
for us to read today.
Like some of the Old Testament
books, the Book of Revelation was written in exile. Jerusalem was destroyed
in 70 A.D. How is it that this book was
saved and passed on?
The common thread in all this infor8 Church Libraries • Fall 2011

mation is that there were people like
you who have a gift from God to love
books, ideas, and words and who have
the passion to save them and pass them
on to other people.
I think you would agree that we owe
an enormous debt to all these unsung
people we know nothing about. So
your job has been around for thousands of years. I thank God for it, and
I hope you see that your task today is
as important as the saving of the books
of the Bible.

An Important Ministry
Your calling isn’t only about preserving words. It’s also about passing them
on, making them available to other
people to read, which is an important,
God-given ministry. This is what He
wants you to do.
We serve the God of the written
Word and the living Word. God’s revelation of Himself to us comes to us in
what form? The Bible, a book. Now if
that doesn’t show you the importance
God places on books and the written
word, nothing else can.
Your work is a vital and important
ministry. There is a job description for
ministry in Ephesians 4:1-16. Paul began with this admonition: “I urge you
to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received.”
And I hope by now I have convinced
you that you have a unique calling. In
verse 7, he wrote, “To each one of us
grace has been given as Christ apportioned it,” and He gave gifts to men
and women. Paul named some of
them: apostles, prophets, evangelists,
teachers, librarians. You won’t find librarians in the original text or translations, but I believe it’s true.
Paul went on to explain why Christ
gifted believers: “to prepare God’s
people for works of service.” Are there
books in your library that prepare
God’s people for works of service?
Absolutely. The books you put in your
library can help people prepare to
teach the Bible, lead a wide variety of

Discouragement
primarily comes
fr
om tr
ying to do
from
trying
whatever we do
in our own strength.
God wants us to
work with Him.
church ministries, and serve people in
their communities.
Christ gave gifts to men, so His Body
of believers may be built up, or
strengthened. Are there books in your
library that can do that? Absolutely.
Bible commentaries; theology books;
books on prayer, parenting, finances,
marriage, etc., can all help build up the
Body of Christ.
When you loan these books and borrowers read them, the Body of Christ
grows toward maturity, “attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ” (v. 13). That’s why He gave you
your gift.

Remember
In light of your unique calling and important ministry, why do you feel discouraged? What causes your passion
to grow cold? Some of the more common answers are: fear of failure; feeling that nobody cares and your work
is in vain; other things, like tiredness
and not being valued, getting in the
way.
But discouragement primarily
comes from trying to do whatever we
do in our own strength. God wants us
to work with Him. Plugging into the
power Source is the secret of preventing burnout.
continued on page 13
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Movie Madness
Reading Club
by Jeanetta Chrystie

A

s I browsed our library’s childfriendly DVD collection, I wondered, Why is the movie version
of a story often so different from the book?
Then I thought, Let’s use movies as a way
to encourage children to read the books on
which they’re based. Many books have
been made into movies, and movies
have been novelized.
This thought led to a reading club
promotion to encourage people of all
ages to read books and watch DVDs
from the church library.

Making Movie Madness
Think of your Movie Madness Reading Club as a movie set. Collect posters (perhaps from the Internet) of
popular movies. Movies based on novels and books novelized from movies
are available for most age groups from
young children through adults. Create
a wish list during your first readingclub staff meeting.
Let the congregation know the library would like donations of used
DVDs from your wish list. You can
purchase books inexpensively from
used bookstores or online from
Christianbooks.com and Amazon.com.
Just as there are methods for successfully writing and shooting a movie,
there are methods for successfully constructing a reading club. In your second planning session, determine the
dates for your club and the ages of
people you hope will participate in the

club. It could be a family reading club,
where all ages participate.
Set the goal number of books and
movies for participants to read and
watch. Movies that have larger books
typically would require fewer titles for
successfully earning a reading-club
award.
Post club rules. Example rules include the answers to questions like
these: (1) How many books does each
age group have read to successfully
complete the reading club goal and
earn a prize? (2) Will all participants
or families receive a minimal prize

Just as there
are methods for
successfully writing
and shooting a movie,
there are methods
for successfully
constr
ucting
constructing
a reading club.

without reaching the goal number of
combination movie and book titles?

Good Movies/Good Books
Here are some examples of movie/
DVD and book combinations. C is suitable for young children, J for older children, Y for youth and adults.
• The Chronicles of Narnia movies: The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe; Prince
Caspian; and The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader. Additional books with more
stories are available in the series by C.
S. Lewis. The DVD set by the BBC is
less scary for young children (C, J, Y).
• The Lord of the Rings movies: The
Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers,
and The Return of the King. Additional
books are available in the series by J.
R. R. Tolkien. The BBC offers a DVD
set that has less violence for younger
children than the popular Hollywood
versions (J, Y).
• Soul Surfer and Soul Surfer: A True
Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get
Back on the Board by Bethany Hamilton
with Sheryl Berk and Rick Bundschuh
(J, Y).
• Fireproof and related books: Fireproof
novelization by Eric Wilson, The Love
Dare by Stephen Kendrick and Alex
Kendrick (Y).
• Flywheel and Flywheel novelization by
Eric Wilson (J, Y).
• Facing the Giants and Facing the Giants novelization by Eric Wilson (J, Y).
• Letters to God and related books: LetChurch Libraries • Fall 2011 9
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ters to God by Patrick Doughtie, Letters
to God picture book by Patrick and
Heather Doughtie, Prayer: Your Own
Letter to God by Andre Dugger (C, J,
Y).
• To Save A Life and To Save a Life by
Jim Britts and Rachel Britts (Y).
• Mandie and the Secret Tunnel and
Mandie and the Secret Tunnel by Lois
Gladys Leppard (C, J).
• The Crippled Lamb and The Crippled
Lamb by Max Lucado (C, J).
• Call Me Mrs. Miracle and Call Me Mrs.
Miracle by Debbie Macomber (C, J, Y).
This book could be read together as a
family.
• Veggie Tales movies and books by
various authors (C, J).
• Courageous and related books: Courageous novelization by Randy Alcorn,
The Resolution for Men by Stephen
Kendrick and Alex Kendrick with
Randy Alcorn, The Resolution for
Women by Priscilla Shirer (Y).
• Left Behind, Tribulation Force, and
World at War and the Left Behind series for adults and kids by Tim LaHaye
and Jerry B. Jenkins (J, Y).

Lights, Camera, Action
A well-plotted book and a well-organized reading club require planning.
Consider these ideas as you design
your promotion.
Choose the beginning and ending
dates. If you are not providing the
movies for checkout, plan a starting
date to allow participants to rent movies that match the books you will make
available in your library.
Decide when participants will sign
up for the reading club. Choose a place
to display a large poster, with movierelated stickers, to track everyone’s
progress.
Hold a family movie night kickoff
party as a fun activity to build participant’s enthusiasm. Prepare enrollment sheets to distribute during an
intermission break. Provide popcorn,
or ask church volunteers to provide
snacks. You may want to invite the
10 Church Libraries • Fall 2011

whole church to join in on movie night.
Include adults or family groups in
the reading club. Scour local movie
rental stores for used, discounted
DVDs to purchase.
It’s easy to initiate interest in a movie
and book reading club. One month before the beginning date, display movie
posters. Listen for curious chatter. Place
a request for reading-club volunteers
in the church newsletter or bulletin.
Participants can help advertise while
at other church events as they talk
about the latest movie and book combination their family enjoyed.

That’s a Wrap
Reading clubs are an excellent opportunity to heighten all church members’
awareness of the library and include
them in your activities. Such involvement often leads to return visits when
they become more familiar with the li-

brary and its staff.
A movie or book, like a reading club,
is not complete until we have wrapped
up all the action in a successful conclusion. Let participants vote on their
favorite movie to watch during an
awards party. Share humorous anecdotes, display snapshots of volunteers,
and encourage participants to dress to
match their favorite movie character.
Remember to thank all of the volunteers.
Follow-up the awards party with a
library staff meeting to discuss the
good and not-so-good aspects of the
reading club. What could be changed
to run more smoothly next time?
Now you have earned a rest, so enjoy a good book—or movie.
______________________________________________________________________________
Jeanetta Chrystie is a freelance writer and
a church library volunteer at University
Heights Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.
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Missions Reading Program

—Lisa Kern, librarian, College Church, Wheaton, Ill.

BOOK

ROUNDUP

Training Up Children:
Parenting All Ages
by Cindy Grabill

E

xperts agree that many children
and adolescents are in trouble.
Some have been sexually abused
or abandoned. Divorced parents pull
their youngsters in opposite directions.
Latchkey kids spend too much time
alone. They are discovering pornography and video games that portray
wrong messages and learning violence
from watching television.
These books reinforce in nonpreachy, but firm manners, what parents can do better and provide guidelines that will help them shape their
kids into mature Christian adults. Since
every parent needs this information,
these books belong in your library.
BOUNDARIES WITH KIDS: How
Healthy Choices Grow Healthy Children
by Henry Cloud & John Townsend
978-0-310-24315-1
BOUNDARIES WITH TEENS: When
to Say Yes, How to Say No
by John Townsend
978-0-310-27045-4
Zondervan, PB, 223-285 pages, $14.99
In Boundaries with Kids, these clinical psychologists discuss the 10 principles kids need to learn, give the biblical view of each, and include mock
dialogues that teach parents how to
make fair rules and enforce consequences. Boundaries with Teens provides information concerning adolescents and helps parents set boundaries

for such areas as driving, homework,
the Internet, and aggressive behavior.
The numerous mock conversations
between parent and offspring make
these books excel. One scenario features a testy child and an exasperated
mother who gives in “just this once.”
A rewrite shows an assertive parent
and a cooperative child. These situations will inspire parents to correct
their own behavior, as well as provide
instructions for setting standards for
their children.

These books reinforce
in nonpr
eachy
nonpreachy
eachy,,
but fir
m manners,
firm
what parents can do
better and provide
guidelines that will
help them shape their
kids into mature
Christian adults.

BRINGING UP BOYS
978-1-4143-0450-2, PB, 288 pages,
$15.99
BRINGING UP GIRLS
978-1-4143-0127-3, HB, 304 pages,
$25.99
by James Dobson
Tyndale
Dobson, a parenting expert, reinforces the differences between boys
and girls, explains how those differences affect their behavior, and outlines the unique but essential role that
both parents play in their children’s
development. He warns of the dangerous effects of divorce, busyness, and
the media and suggests ways parents
can “counter the culture.”
Dobson has a biblical answer for
nearly every challenge parents will
encounter and fills these pages with
helpful advice from experts. (He consulted 3,000 pages of research.) He encourages single parents and grandparents and includes pertinent anecdotes
to support his theories.
THE FATHER CONNECTION: How
You Can Make the Difference in Your
Child’s Self-Esteem and Sense of Purpose
by Josh McDowell
B&H, 978-0-8054-4742-2, PB, 208
pages, $12.99
McDowell identifies 10 attributes of
God and helps fathers develop those
same characteristics. He explains how
Church Libraries • Fall 2011 11
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to be “fathers after God’s own heart”
and lists 60 activities fathers can do
with their children.
This author and speaker paints an
exquisite picture of God and presents
clear instructions to help dads, like
God, be lovers, protectors, defenders,
and ones to whom their kids can always turn. His numerous personal experiences will touch men’s hearts and
encourage them to be the fathers God
has called them to be.
HOME COURT ADVANTAGE: Preparing Your Children to Be Winners
in Life
by Kevin Leman
Tyndale, 978-1-58997-464-7, PB, 240
pages, $13.99
Leman urges parents to simplify
their lifestyles and “home grow” their
kids by scheduling regular family time
and providing undivided attention. He
shows parents how to encourage their
children while teaching them perseverance and hard work without demanding perfection. As a result, their offspring learn values, selflessness,
respect, and security.
Psychologist Leman is convicting
without being judgmental as he shows
parents that their busy lifestyles are a
longing for “the fancier and better.” He
challenges them to replace materialism
with values as they cut the busyness,
make time for family, and watch God
meet their needs.
HOW AND WHEN TO TELL YOUR
KIDS ABOUT SEX
by Stan & Brenna Jones
NavPress, 978-1-60006-017-5, HB, 272
pages, $23.99
According to the Joneses, sex education is the shaping of character, parents are the sex educators, and training involves more than “the talk.” They
encourage readers to seize teachable
moments, beginning with toddlers,
and identify relevant Bible stories.
They describe the physiological
changes within each gender and help
12 Church Libraries • Fall 2011
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parents protect their kids against
sexual molestation, pornography, and
cybersex.
The authors, a college professor and
a theologian, anticipate that readers
will be nervous when approaching this
subject. They write in an encouraging
manner and give parents the right
words to say with suggestions of when
to say them.
PARENTING BY THE BOOK: Biblical Wisdom for Raising Your Child
by John Rosemond
Howard, 978-1-4165-4484-5, HB, 264
pages, $19.99
Children no longer respect authority without question. Rosemond, a psychologist, urges parents to follow
“Grandma’s way,” who raised her children according to biblical principles.
He includes the biblical view of right
and wrong, explains “rodlike discipline,” and highlights verses from
Deuteronomy concerning parental authority.
His comparison of yesterday’s children with those of today is heartwrenching, but he stresses the constancy of Bible principles and highlights passages parents can use to help
them produce God-fearing, respectful
children.
PLUGGED-IN PARENTING: How to
Raise Media-Savvy Kids With Love,
Not War
by Bob Waliszewski
Tyndale, 978-1-58997-624-5, PB, 224
pages, $13.99
This expert in media discernment
uses true stories and statistics to warn
parents of how the media damages
kids. He includes a plan to develop
God-honoring media habits without
turning the house into a war zone. He
shows parents how to instill in children
a hatred for evil and suggests alternate
activities.
The stories will remind parents to
screen their children’s viewing habits.
Waliszewski’s plan will keep family

Dobson has
a biblical answer
for nearly ever
everyy
challenge parents
will encounter
and fills these pages
with helpful advice
ts.
om exper
fr
experts.
from
members accountable and keep media
in its proper place. This 2011 release
includes newer movies and video
games.
RAISING UNSELFISH CHILDREN
IN A SELF-ABSORBED WORLD
978-1-4165-5842-2
RAISING RESPECTFUL CHILDREN
IN A DISRESPECTFUL WORLD
978-1-58229-574-9
by Jill Rigby
Howard, PB, 195-268 pages, $14.99
This child-rearing expert helps parents identify and correct their own
greedy and disrespectful behavior. She
discusses each age group from tyke to
teen, listing what the child should be
able to do (e.g., dress himself) and suggesting age-appropriate chores. She
helps parents develop in kids a passion
for other people and reminds them of
God’s unconditional love and blessings. She also includes a wealth of ideas
to help kids—and families—show respect, be grateful, and be generous. For
instance, even a two-year-old can say
“thank you.”
These books contain a powerful
message: We live the gospel as we
serve others, who see Jesus through us.
Rigby’s suggestions are so numerous
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that patrons will return to these books
repeatedly.
SINGLE MOMS RAISING SONS:
Preparing Boys to Be Men When
There’s No Man Around
by Dana S. Chisholm
Beacon Hill, 978-0-8341-2308-3, PB,
191 pages, $14.99
Chisholm, who works with women
in crisis, tells how God met specific
needs after her divorce. She writes of
her abandoned feeling, of how she
made her boys a priority second to
Jesus, and of how she learned to “walk
the talk.”
Chisholm’s message is simple, yet
profound. God, the Husband and Father, will meet every need of families
without fathers to the smallest detail.
Her numerous stories will inspire
moms and cause them to exclaim, “Go
God!”
SIX WAYS TO KEEP THE “LITTLE”
IN YOUR GIRL: Guiding Your
Daughter from Her Tweens to Her
Teens
by Dannah Gresh
Harvest, 978-0-7369-2979-0, PB, 208
pages, $13.99
Gresh, author of the Secret Keeper
Girl Series, helps moms stay connected
to their preteen daughters. She includes tips to help moms be better listeners and shows them how to pray for
their daughters. She addresses such
topics as modesty, Internet security,
boyfriends, and puberty.
Gresh provides realistic solutions to
everyday problems in this easy-to-read
manual. Her personal stories with her
own daughters serve as models for the
tight relationship she advocates.
TEENOLOGY: The Art of Raising
Great Teenagers
by Jim Burns
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0704-4, PB, 224
pages, $14.99
This teen expert addresses such topics as changing bodies, relationships,

ROUNDUP

and freedom. He teaches parents how
to create a media-safe home and helps
parents of troubled teens. He writes
that a well-adjusted family communicates well, eats dinner together, and
attends church regularly as a family.
Burns presents hope that teens who
do bad things turn out okay. His stories of troubled young people whose
lives were turned around will encourage parents.
WILD THINGS: The Art of Nurturing Boys
by Stephen James & David Thomas
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-2227-8, PB, 351
pages, $14.99
These therapists explore the five
stages of development as boys grow
from toddlers to independent warriors
(ages 18-22). They instruct parents as
to their individual roles in their sons’
nurture and offer advice on hot topics
like dating, money, pornography, and
sex education.
James and Thomas delve deeply
into the world of boys. Parents will
know how to cope and what to expect
with every age group. Each chapter
concludes with 10 tips for “Putting the
Principles into Practice,” which will
help parents shape their boys into men
of integrity.
___________________________________________
Cindy Grabill is a freelance writer who sells
Christian literature at her church, thus
giving her the nickname “Book Woman.”
E-mail your topic suggestions for this
column to Cindy at cindygrabill@aol.com.

Prescription
continued from page 8
Very simply, here is my prescription
for discouragement: Remember.
Remember you are uniquely called
by God.
Remember your work is important
ministry.
Remember you are gifted; you have
talent in the ministry to which God has
called you. God gave you the gift; but
you must develop it, work at using it.
So fuel your passion for your library
ministry by remembering these truths.
Know you are called and gifted and
chosen for this work, and the work God
has given you to do is changing lives
everywhere. And know you are not
alone, but part of a long history of librarians, passing on God’s truth and
seeing people grow as a result.
__________________________________________
Lynn Austin has published 18 novels and
has won the Christy Award seven times.
Her latest book is Wonderland Creek,
which features main characters who are
librarians.
Adapted from Lynn’s keynote address
at the Evangelical Church Library Association’s annual conference. A CD of the
complete address is available; see the order
form on the inside back cover.

In an 1863 sermon, “Paul—His Cloak and His Books,” C. H. Spurgeon said of
Paul:
He was inspired, and yet he wants books!
He had been preaching for thirty years, and yet he wants books!
He had seen the Lord, and yet he wants books!
He had a wider experience than most men do, and yet he wants books!
He had been caught up into the third heaven, and had heard things that it
was not lawful for a man to utter, and yet he wants books!
He had written a major part of the New Testament, and yet he wants books!
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Bible
& Theology
52 LIES HEARD IN CHURCH EVERY SUNDAY and Why the Truth Is
So Much Better
by Steve McVey
Harvest, 978-0-7369-3864-8, PB, 245
pages, $12.99
Originally broadcast as “101 Lies
Taught in Church Every Sunday” on
YouTube, this book supports McVey’s
theological position on grace and the
“exchanged life,” which he thinks
today’s church fails to teach regarding
salvation and the Christian walk. Written to the average layman, each chapter of about four, quickly read pages
lays out why McVey thinks common
Christian slogans (e.g, “Our sins are
under the blood of Jesus”) are wrong.
The title’s bold claim that such sayings
are “lies” clues one into his radical
claims.
McVey was a minister for three decades before starting Grace Walk Ministries, a discipleship-training ministry.
Those from Wesleyan/Arminian backgrounds may be troubled by some of
his positions on lordship, the old nature, rededication, and growing in holiness. Even though his signature books
include Grace Walk, he has both followers and critics of his teachings. Check
his doctrinal stance with church leadership before buying. JZ
THE BIBLE SEARCH ENGINE
by Pamela L. McQuade
Barbour, 978-1-60260-988-4, PB, 286
pages, $14.99
Unlike the comprehensive Nave’s
Topical Bible of a century ago, this little
volume highlights only 1,001 topics
most apt to interest laypeople and Bible
teachers. Although it quotes the King
James Version with each topic’s verse
portions, it uses today’s language for
topic names. For example, “homo14 Church Libraries • Fall 2011
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sexual” includes verses with all
equivalent KJV-era words, like “sodomite”; verses for “humor” include the
KJV “mirth” and “merry heart.”
McQuade, author of numerous
compilation projects like The Top 100
Men of the Bible, provided a useful tool
in this easy-to-use volume. Though not
comprehensive, it covers topics that
people are most apt to research. Color
illustrations pleasantly break up the
text, and the back pages offer a oneyear Bible reading plan. Even though
Nave’s is now available online, buy this
book because of its attention to the big
topics that are important today. JZ
THE COMPLETE VISUAL BIBLE
by Stephen M. Miller
Barbour, 978-1-60260-688-3, PB, 541
pages, $19.99
Described on the back cover as an
“eye-catching visual tour,” Miller’s
work briefly discusses each of the
books of the Bible. This hefty volume
is full of photos, maps, artwork, and
color.
Miller, an award-winning author
and seminary-educated journalist, intends this book primarily for those
unfamiliar with the Bible. However, I
found the content sets a poor example
and offers little help for newcomers to
God’s Word. His “fresh approach” is
an attempt to define Scripture in popculture terms, which strip away the
reverence the Bible is due. Some of the
language borders on crudeness, and
biblical stories are characterized as
light entertainment, rather than instructional truths. Scripture verses are
intermittently used, but Miller basically summarizes in modern lingo the
gist of the passages, offering few helpful insights or exposition for study. Not
recommended. JA
THE FALL OF SATAN
by Bodie Hodge
Master Books, 978-0-89051-606-5, PB,
174 pages, $12.99
Christians worldwide accept many

beliefs that lack solid, biblical bases.
Hodge addresses frequently asked
questions and answers them with
Scripture, carefully clarifying when
there is scant evidence and emphasizing the importance of context.
Hodge is clear in his explanations,
though occasionally the book seems
repetitive. In addition, the focus is often on the fall of man, not the fall of
Satan, as the title implies. The evidence
presented is clearly from a youngEarth, creationist standpoint with no
tolerance or even acknowledgment of
other views that also are derived from
the Bible. Finally, the majority of the
information is of the same variety as
that found in the Creation Museum in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Overall, I only recommend this book to someone interested
in a young-Earth, creationist view of
the Genesis account. KS
HELL IS REAL (but I Hate to Admit
It)
by Brian Jones
Cook, 978-0-7814-0572-0, PB, 272
pages, $14.99
Hell, Christianity’s most unpopular
doctrine, has faced attacks from all
sides. Even Christians have declared
the idea to be inconsistent with a loving God. This book is both a defense of
eternal condemnation and a call to
evangelism. Using his own struggles
with the doctrine, Jones articulates
common objections to hell. With Scripture as proof, he explains hell in light
of God’s holiness and justice, calling
Christians to evangelize with “apocalyptic urgency.”
Though his message is excellent,
pastor Jones is aggressive; and he occasionally disregards powerful connotative meaning. His description of a
wrathful God is particularly problematic; the ill-chosen word “inhumane,”
for example, unintentionally attributes
a sinful character to a sinless God.
While it is relevant, this book is better
suited for a group setting, rather than
a church library, where its message and
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implications can be thoughtfully discussed. PEMW
LAST THINGS REVEALED: Hope
for Life and the Everafter
by Jim Dixon
Biblica, 978-1-60657-101-9, PB, 148
pages, $14.99
Christians are confused and fascinated by the end times. Pastor Dixon’s
goal is to reduce confusion and anxiety by unlocking God’s Word in this
compilation of sermons. He presents
his views in a nonalarmist manner,
using current public interests and traditional views.
Dixon introduces many views and
then presents his own with justification
for his choices, quoting Scripture in the
text and in context. This is an easy read
for beginners to this topic or as a general overview to it. Recommended for
someone new to the end-times discussion. BLE
OLD TESTAMENT WISDOM LITERATURE: A Theological Introduction
by Craig G. Bartholomew & Ryan P.
O’Dowd
InterVarsity, 978-0-8308-3896-7, 336
pages, HB, $30
The 12 chapters of this book introduce the reader to wisdom literature,
especially the books of Job, Proverbs,
and Ecclesiastes. The authors, connected with Redeemer University College, cover what may seem to the average church member a boring subject
in a highly interesting way.
The book is full of information about
Egyptian and Mesopotamian wisdom
and how it compares with and differs
from biblical wisdom literature. In addition to chapters on the three wisdom
books, there are chapters on poetry,
women, valor, where to find wisdom,
and Jesus as the Wisdom of God. The
book ends with two chapters on the
theology of wisdom in the Old Testament and today.
If your church has members who
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have had Old Testament Survey at a
Bible school, this is an excellent book
to add to your library to take them to
the next level in their knowledge of the
Old Testament. LRK
RECOVERING THE REAL LOST
GOSPEL: Reclaiming the Gospel as
Good News
by Darrell L. Bock
B&H, 978-08054-6465-8, PB, 146 pages,
$16.99
What is the gospel, and has the U.S.
church lost the real gospel? Bock considers this question by approaching the
topic from a historical/biblical perspective, using key themes. As he
progresses through the Bible, he provides in-text Scripture and endnotes to
help readers follow the discussion.
Name, subject, and Scripture indices
complete the book.
While some readers may reconsider
their views of the points Bock mentions, everyone will understand why
he believes this way. Bock he is professor at Dallas Theological Seminary.
Recommended for serious Bible students and those doing evangelism. BLE
WOMEN OF THE BIBLE: A Visual
Guide to Their Lives, Loves, and
Legacy
by Carol Smith, Rachael Phillips, &
Ellyn Sanna
Barbour, 978-1-60260-650-0, PB, 288
pages, $14.99
The lifestyles of Bible-times women,
often shadowed by an information gap,
are examined in this reference book,
which is liberally illustrated by reproductions of classic religious paintings.
The book covers women’s socioeconomic issues, daily life, roles and jobs,
and relationships with men. Two alphabetical sections discuss the Bible’s
named and unnamed women.
This book competes with classics by
Herbert Lockyer and Edith Deen, published in the 1900s. If you don’t have
those volumes in your library, consider
buying this one as its informal writing

style speaks to 21st-century women,
and its research brings in information
that fills out cultural understanding.
One caution: The book includes a few
nudes in its classic art illustrations. JZ

Biography
& Memoir
LIFE, IN SPITE OF ME: Extraordinary
Hope After a Fatal Choice
by Kristen Jane Anderson with Tricia
Goyer
Multnomah, 978-1-60142-382-5, PB,
211 pages, $13.99
Anderson was only 17 when depression and emotional trauma led her to
lie down in front of a moving train.
Thirty-five cars rolled over her body,
severing both legs, yet she lived. She
was left with physical scars to rival her
emotional ones. This is the remarkable
and true story of her discovery of the
God who holds her in the palm of His
hand and who gave her life more abundantly than she could ever have imagined before she lost her legs.
Anderson begins by telling about
her suicide attempt and all of the despair she was feeling, then intersperses
personal notes of encouragement to
readers as she tells the story of her recovery. It’s honest, genuine writing
with dashes of wisdom, humor, and
common sense. This is an excellent
book for teens and for use as a smallgroup study on suicide and hope. JWR
A LOVE THAT MULTIPLIES
by Michelle & Jim Bob Duggar
Howard, 978-1-4391-8381-6, PB, 280
pages, $19.99
Why would anyone want 19 children? And, furthermore, how could
anyone rear them, especially if one was
born premature and needed special
attention? The Duggars, known for
their TV program, 19 Kids and CountChurch Libraries • Fall 2011 15
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ing, answer these questions with practical suggestions from their own family. They relate the story of their youngest child, Josie, born three months
premature, and dispense other practical advice for families, including issues
of modesty, family devotions, healthy
eating, and travel tips.
The overwhelming message is that
each child is a blessing from God. The
Duggars are transparent as they share
the struggle of caring for their premature daughter and other 18 children.
Throughout this demanding time,
however, the family continued to
thank God and support one another.
This book is half narrative and half
teaching text. Parents with a conservative Christian mindset will glean many
helpful tips from it. MAZ
NOW I WALK ON DEATH ROW
by Dale S. Recinella
Chosen, 978-0-8007-9505-4, PB, 317
pages, $14.99
What an amazing story! Readers
will be intrigued from the start of this
true story of a lawyer living the American dream with power, money, and
prestige and who hears the prodding
of the Holy Spirit and leaves it all for
the prison ministry the Lord has
planned for him. Being a Roman
Catholic, Dale and his wife have their
plans thwarted because they are married with a family; but they are undeterred. They continue on their quest;
and Dale ends up as a chaplain on
death row with his wife helping in
many ways, particularly with the families of executed prisoners.
This is not a pretty book. Many of
the execution descriptions in the closing chapters are rather graphic, yet
necessary to clearly depict this story of
compassion and love. The Recinellas
are committed Christians who can see
beyond the outer shell of a man to his
inward heart. Recommended for all
church libraries. CC
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OUT OF A FAR COUNTRY
by Christopher & Angela Yuan
WaterBrook, 978-0-307-72935-4, PB,
240 pages, $14.99
After college graduation, Chris
Yuan lived a life of homosexuality,
drinking, drugs, and partying. Angela,
his mother, prayed for years that God’s
will would be fulfilled in her son’s life
and Chris would be led to Jesus. Finally, after being forced to serve time
in prison for drug distribution, Chris
found God, changed his life, and began to minister to the men around him.
Today, he continues to visit men in
prisons and rehab clinics, sharing
God’s love.
Both Angela’s and Christopher’s
stories are woven through this book,
providing an excellent dual biography.
The “high life” Christopher enjoyed is
contrasted with his mother’s Christian
journey and prayerful life concerning
her son. The healing the mother and
son encountered is remarkable, and it
makes this book inspiring, uplifting,
and insightful. NS
SURPRISED BY OXFORD
by Carolyn Weber
Nelson, 978-0-8499-4611-0, PB, 384
pages, $16.99
Through this memoir of her first
year at Oxford University, Weber
shows the fascinating journey of an
intellectual, agnostic feminist searching for deeper meaning and eventually
finding it in Christ. Along the way, she
struggles with many of the questions
and doubts philosophers and laypeople alike have wrestled with: Why
do pain, suffering, and abandonment
exist in this life? Can one have faith
without sacrificing free thought? What
does it mean to be at peace?
A professor of romantic literature,
Weber fills her memoir with literary
references from poetry, timeless classics, and contemporary pop music,
giving readers a glance of the world
she inhabited during her graduate
studies. However, she manages the

delicate task of sounding literate without being snobby or exclusive. Instead,
she writes with an infectious love of
good writing.
Surprised by Oxford is a well-written,
engaging account of both Oxford life
and finding God through learning and
contemplative pursuit. Weber’s story
will encourage new and older believers who are looking to develop stronger faith. NB
TOMBSTONES AND BANANA
TREES
by Medad Birungi & Craig Borlase
Cook, 978-0-7814-0502-7, PB, 205
pages, $14.99
Birungi grew up in abject poverty in
the region of Uganda near Rwanda.
When he was nine, he and his mother
and siblings were abandoned by their
abusive, polygamous father; they were
beaten and left along the side of the
road to die. As his life spiraled further
downward, Birungi determined he
would kill the 19 people who had horribly wronged him and his family. But
then he came face to face with “revolutionary forgiveness,” which changed
everything for not only him but also his
family and village.
Physical, mental, and sexual abuse
is recounted without being overly descriptive or graphic, including several
references to the beatings and rapes of
himself and his sisters. Recommended
for church libraries. This book would
be excellent for a readers’ group or
small-group study on forgiveness. JWR

I find television very educating. Every
time somebody turns on the set, I go
into the other room and read a book.
—Groucho Marx
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Children
Juvenile
FAITH WORDS FOR KIDS: A Dictionary for Parents, Teachers, and
Children
compiled by Melissa Hammer
Beacon Hill, 978-0-8341-2562-9, PB,
159 pages, $14.99
Although the title of this book identifies it for kids, the fact is, there is a lot
of solid information here for people of
all ages. In these pages are found elements of history, religion, geography,
holidays, linguistics, science, and culture. Each word, as explained regarding its context in the Bible, has a definition for readers at different levels.
Flash cards at the back of the book can
be cut out for vocabulary drills. Other
pages help with pronunciation, reading, and memorizing.
Key words are presented, defined,
broken down into pronunciation
guides, and then presented in a passage from the Bible. Afterward, a question is presented to help young readers ponder the significance of the word.
This dictionary is unique in that it
also defines groups of words and wellknown phrases, such as “second coming” and “Kingdom of God.” As children grow and develop better reading
skills, they can return to this dictionary
for more sophisticated definitions of
Bible words. Thus, it will have a long
shelf life. DEH
MY BIG BOOK OF BIBLE PEOPLE,
PLACES, AND THINGS
by Phil A. Smouse
Barbour, 978-1-60260-892-4, PB, 254
pages, $14.99
This reference guide offers an alphabetized listing of names of people in
the Bible (from Aaron to Zophar), key
cities and countries (from Aijalon to
Zion), words of praise (from amen to
hallelujah), and common biblical
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phrases (from alpha and omega to writing on the wall). A lot of fun words are
included, such as Ziggurat, Xeres,
denarius, and hyssop.
This book also offers explanations
of long phrases, including “thief on the
cross,” “voice in the wilderness,” and
“woman at the well.” Each explanation
notes a passage of Scripture to find that
word or phrase.
This isn’t a storybook, but it can be
browsed for anecdotes, explanations,
lessons, and Bible guidance. The pages
are enhanced with humorous color
drawings, such as two men with their
tongues hanging out in exhaustion
from trying to understand each other
at the Tower of Babel. Although entertaining, this book is also biblically
sound in its teaching. DEH
NEW KID CATASTROPHES
978-1-4143-3453-0
AAAARGH!!!
978-1-4143-3454-7
TJ and the Time Stumblers #1-2
by Bill Myers,
Tyndale, PB, 164-177 pages, $6.99
In New Kid Catastrophes, when TJ
Finkelstein tries to fit in at a Malibu
junior high, she finds nearly everyone
superrich and over-the-top superficial.
TJ snubs a couple friendly geeks, preferring the popular crowd, including
dreamy Chad Steel. Unfortunately,
spoiled TV star Hesper Breakahart considers Chad her property.
Suddenly, two 23rd-century
“dudes,” Herby and Tuna, arrive in a
giant egg-shaped time-travel pod to
observe her for their school history
project. She’s destined to become a brilliant world leader, they say; so these
goofballs want to know what made her
great. Instead, they discover her favoritism and try to help. But their malfunctioning wacky gadgets get TJ into more
trouble before she changes course.
Aaaargh!!! begins with the wacky
dudes staging a Treasure Island pirate
battle in TJ’s bedroom, so she can ace
her book report. Ultimately, TJ gives

in to cheating. Herby and Tuna show
TJ holographic scenes from her future
should she continue down that path.
But their crazy antics hinder as much
as help. TJ realizes that, in 23rd-century vernacular, “Little wrongs create
major quod-quods.” The goofballs provide a light, albeit sometimes slightly
preachy, spiritual touch.
Characterization suffers at the
hands of the outlandish story line.
Hesper is particularly unbelievable in
her exaggerated vanity, self-absorption, and dismissive treatment of others. Abundant humor—with made-up
words, goofy character names, and
crazy plot complications—annihilates
credibility. But these novels will delight even reluctant readers ages eight
to 12. JKE

Christian
Education
Drama
SERIES UPDATE
Program Builder
Lillenas, 978-0-8341-7906-6,
$5.99
Christmas Program Builder No.
64
compiled by Heidi Petak
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Christian
Living
FRIENDING: Real Relationships in
a Virtual World
by Lynne M. Baab
InterVarsity, 978-0-8308-3419-8, PB,
185 pages, $15
With a focus on navigating relationships in the technological age, Friending
examines the current trends of communication modes among friends and attempts to make cyberlinking more personal and genuine. Written in anecdotal style, it reads like a devotional
that leads to assessments of personal
friendship practices, past and present.
Friending is geared toward individual
reflection; but thanks to discussion
questions at the end of each chapter, it
also can be used in group discussions
or chat-room meetings.
Although not heavy on Scripture,
the book uses biblical examples of what
true friendships should be; and it presents sidebar stories that highlight key
lessons from each chapter. This book
is best suited for middle-age adults to
seniors, who are interested in social
media but also want to evangelize or
develop friendships on a warmer,
more sincere level. MCA
LOVE WRITTEN IN STONE: Finding God’s Grace in the Boundaries He
Sets
by Philip Carlson
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0847-8, PB, 208
pages, $14.99
Love and boundaries, both provided by God, can lead to healthier and
joyous lives. Carlson shows how God
cares for His people and their wellness
by providing guidelines for living. The
first half deals with relationships with
God and others. The sec- ond portion
has chapters on healthy living, including sleep and Sabbath rest, along with
stewardship and creation.
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A pastor and physician, Dr. Carlson
is well qualified to discuss the impact
of living God’s way on our well-being.
An excellent feature is an appendix
with Scriptures about joy. Carlson also
speaks to contemporary societal ills,
using insights from his medical background and Scripture. Highly recommended. JA
PUTTING YOUR PAST IN ITS
PLACE: Moving Forward in Freedom
and Forgiveness
by Stephen Viars
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-2739-0, PB,
247 pages, $12.99
Does your past define you? If so,
Viars provides the biblical approach to
analyzing it and putting it in the correct perspective. The book has three
sections detailing the power of the past,
the innocent past, and the guilty past.
Using Scripture as the basis, readers
can take steps to deal appropriately
with their pasts and have hope, forgiveness, and growth.
As a pastor and biblical counselor,
Viars recognizes the importance the
past can have in a person’s life, especially when it is not dealt with biblically. He uses helpful personal illustrations, and readers follow one of his
clients throughout the book as she
comes to grips with her past. Highly
recommended. JA
RESTORED: God’s Salvage Plan for
Broken Lives
by Dan Schaeffer
Discovery House, 978-1-57293-454-2,
PB, 156 pages, $11.99
The book of Ruth has been used and
abused for many centuries. Schaeffer
also uses the story of Ruth; but he does
so to show how people grow when
they go through tough times and distresses. In a casual manner, using
quotes and anecdotes and life experiences that draw the reader alongside,
Schaeffer helps readers not only learn
the story of Ruth better but find themselves in the narrative too. They are

then able to understand how to grow
from this experience as did Ruth and
Naomi.
The book has focus questions within
chapters, as well as a discussion-question section. Recommended for outreach and Bible studies. BLE
WORK: A Kingdom Perspective on
Labor
by Ben Witherington III
Eerdmans, 978-0-8028-6541-0, PB, 166
pages, $18
Witherington defines Christian
work as any meaningful task God calls
and fits a person to do for His glory
and the aid of other human beings. He
shows God at work from Genesis
through Revelation and discusses the
theology of work by other writers.
Throughout the book, he emphasizes
the relationship of rest, play, and worship to our work. Our primary work is
to love God and others and fulfill the
Great Commission. There is no biblical concept of retirement from these
responsibilities.
Though most of the author’s viewpoints are rational and acceptable to
the evangelical church as a whole, he
takes two swipes at people who take a
once saved, always saved position. He
maintains that Jesus teaches that believers who fail to use their talents to
do the tasks He has given them will be
lost. He also insists being a soldier is
not a profession for a Christian. Many
readers will find his belief that those
involved in warfare are sinning to be
offensive.
The author’s explanations are clear,
practical, and far reaching to include
being lazy or a workaholic. The writing style is down-to-earth, yet not condescending. If you overlook the two
caveats, you will find this book enlightening. HIM

BOOK

Church
& Ministry
SERIES UPDATE
Living Church Series
Judson, 978-0-8170-1700-2,
$15.99
Caring Pastors, Caring People
by Marvin A. McMickle

Evangelism
& Missions
Apologetics
WHY PEOPLE DON’T BELIEVE:
Confronting Seven Challenges to
Christian Faith
by Paul Chamberlain
Baker, 978-0-8010-1377-5, PB, 172
pages, $14.99
What if questions about Christianity were asked and answered in a
nonantagonistic fashion? Chamberlain
does that in this book without blinking at the questions or getting into an
argument. Each of the chapters takes a
specific question and considers it from
a multitude of perspectives, giving a
balanced perspective without additional inflammatory comments. His
professional demeanor allows an academic approach with a human touch.
Chamberlain’s style is dialogue
without meanness or denigration. As
a professor of apologetics, ethics, and
philosophy of religion, he has had
ample time and opportunity to study
and address the questions raised in this
book. The notes and index help read-
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ers to access material quickly. Recommended for people interested in
apologetics and college students. BLE

Evangelism
BRINGING THE GOSPEL HOME:
Witnessing to Family Members,
Close Friends, and Others Who Know
You Well
by Randy Newman
Crossway, 978-1-4335-1371-8, PB, 220
pages, $14.99
By God’s grace, we can move from
guilt and fear to a driving compulsion
that loosens our lips to share the gospel with the folks we love. This book
was written for tongue-tied believers
who feel compelled to share their faith
but don’t know how. It is more about
God and the gospel than it is about us
and our families. Newman, on staff
with Campus Crusade, encourages
readers with practical suggestions on
when to speak, what to say, and what
not to say. His methods are based on
grace, truth, love, and humility.
Each chapter includes insights from
Scripture coupled with stories of believers who have learned to share their
faith. Specific steps show how to bring
the gospel home to our loved ones.
Newman’s book gives hope to readers. It is the perfect follow-up guide for
readers who have studied Concentric
Circles of Concern by W. Oscar Thompson. Highly recommended. HIM
THE GOSPEL COMMISSION: Recovering God’s Strategy for Making
Disciples
by Michael Horton
Baker, 978-0-8010-1389-8, HB, 316
pages, $19.99
Some books make people mad. This
one will make readers reconsider what
they knew about evangelism. Using
names of philosophers and current
pastors to discuss whether or not
Christianity in the United States has
succumbed to “mission creep,” Horton

weaves university readings, history,
and his analysis to challenge current
methods of fulfilling the Great Commission. Readers will close the book
with a deeper understanding of present evangelism’s parameters.
Horton, a theology and apologetics
professor, writes from a Reformed perspective. Recommended for church
leaders and those doing evangelism.
BLE

Family
Marriage
BESIDE THE EMPTY CRADLE:
Finding Peace with Childlessness
by Pamela Sonnenmoser
Beacon Hill, 978-0-8341-2608-4, PB,
159 pages, $13.99
Infertility is an issue with couples
that few people want to tackle in the
church. While some will have sympathy, often people say the wrong thing
or don’t appreciate what a childless
couple has to offer. Many couples will
adopt, but what about the ones who
will never have children of their own
and cannot or will not adopt?
With many real-life stories, this
book covers practical and scriptural
guidance led by the author who became infertile after cancer. In the midst
of emotional struggles, physical pain,
and grief that can freeze a Christian
walk, Sonnenmoser addresses how a
couple can move on with their lives,
serving in ways only they can. I especially appreciate the chapter on giving
advice to others and receiving advice.
Education is a reason to have this book
in your library, not only for the infertile couple, but also for others trying
to understand and find peace. CWM
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Parenting
MOMSENSE: A Common-Sense
Guide to Confident Mothering
by Jean Blackmer
Revell, 978-0-8007-2022-3, PB, 186
pages, $12.99
Mothers are individuals, and each
one has her own unique way of mothering. This practical, easy-to-read book
applies common sense, or MomSense,
to the task of mothering. Blackmer encourages moms to trust their instincts
and not worry about being perfect. All
moms make mistakes, but they also
learn. Good mothering takes practice.
Chapter by chapter, Blackmer discusses the concepts of patience, respect, consistency, self-control, joy, and
love.
She supports her instruction with
personal anecdotes and comments and
stories from other moms. Each chapter ends with questions for group discussion or personal reflection. The text
is engaging, personal, applicable, and
well-written. Blackmer is the publishing manager for MOPS and a regular
contributor to MomSense magazine.
Highly recommended for moms of
young children. AKD
SECRETS TO PARENTING YOUR
ADULT CHILD
by Nancy Williams
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0855-3, PB, 217
pages, $12.99
Parenting doesn’t stop after children
grow up. This book covers most issues
in dealing with adult children and that
parenting relationship. It’s complicated; but Williams provides practical
tools, resources, even life skills to help
adult children but not to dictate or
damage the new relationship. She addresses being an in-law and how to
deal with a child’s spouse, too, especially when there is a conflict, as well
as the practical issues of a parent’s role
with an adult child.
Life coach and counselor Williams
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not only uses information and stories
from many others, but also her personal experiences in this stage of
parenting. I like every chapter and the
author’s “personal notes” in each. This
book would be great for groups in
church, as well as to have in your library as a resource. As the parent of
four adults, I highly recommend it.
CWM

Singles
“WE’RE JUST FRIENDS” AND
OTHER DATING LIES
by Chuck Milian
New Growth, 978-1-935273-83-7, PB,
200 pages, $15.99
Marriage counselor Milian takes on
the lies about dating that our culture
promotes. He has discovered patterns
among dating couples that he summarizes as the “five levels of dating.”
Spanning from casual activities people
would hardly consider dates to dating
after marriage, the levels define boundaries and expectations in guiding
couples through a relationship without
playing the “where are we?” game.
This guide insists singles need to be
right with God and others before considering dating; and it backs up its directives with Scripture, although it
mentions little about the influence of
the Holy Spirit. Each level overformulizes ideal dates, physical boundaries
and allowances, conversation topics,
and time spent together. Still, singles
and couples needing a plan for biblical dating will find this book a helpful
starting point. ARM

It is what you read when you don’t
have to that determines what you will
be when you can’t help it.”
—Oscar Wilde

Fiction
BRIDGE TO A DISTANT STAR
by Carolyn Williford
Cook, 978-1-4347-6703-5, PB, 384
pages, $14.99
Free falling off a broken bridge into
turbulent waters, three individuals and
their families are forcibly joined by this
heartbreaking tragedy. They learn to
lean on one another as they cope with
anguish and begin their journey of
healing. This novel has a great message
of hope, trust, and God’s guidance.
Although this touching story will
tug at heartstrings, it would have been
stronger if there were less backstory for
each family. The plot progression posttragedy is lacking, and the flashbacks
deplete all forward momentum for the
immediacy of survival and recovery.
Readers will also easily become distracted by the constant switching
among points of view with no breaks
to indicate changes. Although enjoyable in character development, the
book lacks a logical story structure. The
bridge trauma turns out to be a mere
bridge to background tales about the
characters, thus negating any tension
or excitement about the story’s key
plot. RV
THE CAREGIVER
Families of Honor #1
by Shelley Shepard Gray
Avon, 978-0-06-202061-1, PB, 286
pages, $12.99
After death ends her two-year marriage to an abusive husband, Lucy
takes the train to Cleveland to encourage her cousin Mattie, who is undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancer.
Calvin Weaver and his little sister are
the only other Amish people on the
train, and they discover their mutual
destination is Jacob’s Crossing. As their
paths continue to cross, the adults feel
drawn to each other but hold back because of deep hurts from the past. Their
story is one of damaged relationships,
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marital abuse, depression, widowhood, love, and trust as the wounded
lean on the Lord and encourage each
other.
Despite these heavy topics, the story
is fast-paced, the dialogue and character development are natural and consistent, and the story line is replete with
transferable truths. The ending leaves
the reader eager for the sequels. This
is pleasant reading for teens and
women who rejoice when love triumphs. HIM
CHASING SUNSETS
Cedar Key #1
by Eva Marie Everson
Revell, 978-0-8007-3436-7, PB, 373
pages, $14.99
Life seldom turns out the way we
think it will, and that was certainly the
case with Kimberly Tucker. Kim is still
struggling with what went wrong
while her ex-husband is living it up.
He wants their two sons to spend five
weeks of summer vacation with him;
and despite all her efforts to change the
judge’s mind, the boys go. Meanwhile,
Kim takes a vacation of her own to her
childhood family home in Cedar Key.
As she revisits the past, she makes discoveries about her childhood and family, as well as hope for the future.
Cedar Key is a beautiful setting for
this journey of one woman looking for
love and wondering if it still possible
for her. Her romance seems to occur
quickly, despite the fact that she and
Steven were in love as teenagers. But
the relationship is believable and develops into a strong, trusting one; and
Kim has hope for her future and that
of her sons. However, this book has an
abrupt ending. Yes, the author prepares readers for the sequel; but beyond that, they are left wondering if a
page or two is missing. Chasing Sunsets is a good addition to a church library where fiction is popular and will
be enjoyed by women’s book-discussion groups. CC
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THE CONVERSATION: An Intimate
Journal of the Emmaus Encounter
by Judy Salisbury
Lederer, 978-1-936716-17-3, HB, 91
pages, $19.99
Salisbury’s novella is a fictionalization of Jesus’ meeting two men on the
Emmaus road after His resurrection as
recorded in Luke 24:27. She takes this
single verse and, using many scriptural
references as a framework, expounds
on what it might have been like for
Cleopas and the unnamed disciple to
have the prophecies about Jesus explained to them by Christ Himself.
The book is written from the firstperson perspective of the unnamed
disciple. Chapter by chapter, Jesus explains to them the prophetical and
New Testament Scripture references
about who and what the Messiah
would be. In the final chapter, He
opens their eyes to who He is.
The book is short and easy to read.
It is broken into well-organized chapters that would lend themselves well
to personal or small-group study and,
to that end, includes detailed endnotes
and several pages for note taking. Recommended, though the price is high
for the size of the book. JWR
COURAGEOUS
by Randy Alcorn
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-5846-8, PB, 379
pages, $14.99
As they deal with gang crime in Albany, Ga., police officers Alex, Nathan,
Shane, and David see firsthand the
pain and broken families that result
when fathers are absent. By clinging to
God’s truth, these four men learn that
it takes more than having children to
be a father. It takes courage.
This book is based on the screenplay
of the hit movie Courageous. The plot,
character development, and life applications are all excellent. Heart-pounding twists and an affirming story make
it a hard book to put down. Because of
the terrific story and deep biblical applications, I highly recommend it. MA

SEQUELS
to Angel Harp
by Michael Phillips
FaithWords, 978-0-446-56772-5,
$13.99
Heather Song
to No Safe Haven
by Kimberley & Kayla R.
Woodhouse
B&H, 978-1-4336-7117-3, $14.99
Race Against Time
to The Twelfth Imam
by Joel C. Rosenberg
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-1935-3,
$26.99
The Tehran Initiative
DANCING ON GLASS
by Pamela Binnings Ewen
B&H, 978-0-8054-6430-6, PB, 352
pages, $14.99
In this romance gone awry, set in
New Orleans in 1974, law student
Amalise Cotoir meets Phillip Sharp
and immediately tries to show him
God’s love in every way possible. But
when she begins justifying her actions
to God and making compromises, she
is caught in an uncontrollable spiral
that reveals that Phillip might not be
the good man Amalise thought he was.
Ewen aptly illustrates the gradual,
downward slope that leads many
Christians on a path they did not initially intend to follow. In her quest to
make this situation as authentic as possible, She resorted to heavy-handed
foreshadowing. I was often bored,
reading chapters for the sake of encountering new developments. Nevertheless, the characters are three-dimensional; and the scenery is vivid. The
plot is believable with unexpected
twists and turns. I recommend this
book for those who seek truth even in
darkness, especially those who are beginning relationships. KS
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SERIES UPDATES
Alaskan Skies
by Bonnie Leon
Revell, 978-0-8007-3360-5, $14.99
#2 Wings of Promise
Backstage Pass
by Janice Thompson
Revell, 978-0-8007-3346-9, $14.99
#2 Hello, Hollywood
Big Sky
by Tricia Goyer
B&H, 978-1-4336-6869-2, $14.99
#2 Along Wooded Paths
The Dawn of Hawaii Series
by Linda Lee Chaikin
Moody, 978-0-8024-3750-1, $13.99
#2 Hawaiian Crosswinds
Dinah Harris Mystery
by Julie Cave
Master Books, 978-0-89051-608-9,
$9.99
#3 Pieces of Light (final book)
Discarded Heroes
by Ronie Kendig
Barbour, 978-1-60260-784-2, $12.99
#3 Wolfsbane
The End Series
by Tim LaHaye & Craig Parshall
Zondervan, 978-0-310-32637-3,
$24.99
#2 Thunder of Heaven
Families of Honor
by Shelley Shepard Gray
Avon, $12.99
#2 The Protector
978-0-06-202062-8
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#3 The Survivor
978-0-06-202063-5
The Four Lindas
by Melody Carlson
Cook, 978-1-4347-6491-1, $14.99
#4 Here’s to Friends (final book)
Guardians of Justice
by Irene Hannon
Revell, 978-0-8007-3457-2, $14.99
#2 Deadly Pursuit
Kentucky Brothers
by Wanda E. Brunstetter
Barbour, 978-1-60260-683-8, $14.99
#2 The Healing
Lost Loves of the Bible
by Ginger Garrett
Cook, 978-1-4347-6800-1, $14.99
#2 Desired
Love Finds You
Summerside, 978-1-60936-135-8,
$12.99
Love Finds You in Amana, Iowa
by Melanie Dobson
Patrick Bowers Thriller
by Steven James
Revell, 978-0-8007-3303-2, $14.99
#5 The Queen
Precinct 11
by Jerry B. Jenkins
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3583-4, $14.99
#2 The Betrayal

The Ransome Trilogy
by Kaye Dacus
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-2755-0,
$13.99
#3 Ransome’s Quest (final book)
A Reluctant Prophet
by Nancy Rue
Cook, 978-1-4347-6492-8, $14.99
#2 Unexpected Dismounts
Secrets of Roux River Bayou
by Kathy Herman
Cook, 978-0-7814-0341-2, $14.99
#2 Dangerous Mercy
Texas Trails
Moody, $14.99
#2 Captive Trail
by Susan Page Davis
978-0-8024-0584-5
#3 Long Trail Home
by Vickie McDonough
978-0-8024-0585-2
The Wayne County Series
by Mary Ellis
Harvest House, 978-0-7369-3010-9,
$13.99
#2 A Marriage for Meghan
Winds of Change
by Julie Lessman
Revell, 978-0-8007-3416-9, $14.99
#2 A Heart Revealed
Wings of Glory
by Sara Sundin
Revell, 978-0-8007-3423-7, $14.99
#3 Blue Skies Tomorrow

BOOK
THE DEEPEST WATERS
by Dan Walsh
Revell, 978-0-8007-1980-7, PB, 304
pages, $14.99
John and Laura meet in San Francisco; marry; and board an 1857 goldladen steamship for their honeymoon
and a visit to John’s unsuspecting,
wealthy, New York family. When the
steamship goes down in a hurricane on
the Atlantic coast, Laura is rescued by
a smaller ship, while John is lost at sea.
During the drama of the journey, flashbacks show John’s and Laura’s love
story and Laura meeting Micah, a slave
of the captain on the ship, who brings
depth to the story and a hope for all of
us.
Based on historical events, the book
brings readers close to flesh-and-blood
people and a faith that carries them
through indescribable emotions and
pain. I loved the subplot with Micah
and Crabby the dog as much as the
story with Laura, John, and the Fosters.
Highly recommended. CWM
THE FINE ART OF INSINCERITY
by Angela Hunt
Howard, 978-1-4391-8203-1, PB, 310
pages, $14.99
Three middle-aged sisters return to
their childhood home on St. Simon’s
Island to dismantle and sell it. As they
clean and clear the house, their own secret pains and baggage in their own
lives and with each other bubble to the
surface, threatening to destroy their
fragile relationships with one another.
One sister is self-righteous and orderly,
one is in a self-destruct mode, and the
third is punishing herself and one sister for the past. As each woman’s pain
and weakness is revealed, they begin
to unravel the past to weave a new tapestry of strength, all lovingly pulled
together by a wise grandmother who
declared each one her “favorite.”
Written with titles of each woman’s
name and in her first-person viewpoint, the reader is pulled in. Recommended for masterful storytelling. CWM
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A HEART DIVIDED
Heart of the Rockies #1
by Kathleen Morgan
Revell, 978-0-8007-1884-8, PB, 329
pages, $14.99
Talk about the Hatfields and McCoys! They don’t have a thing on the
Caldwells and Wainrights, families
who have been fighting for decades.
Young Sarah Caldwell is convinced,
despite misgivings, to distract a ranch
hand while her brothers rob the
Wainright place. To Sarah it is, after all,
simply a way to help her family and
particularly her asthmatic brother
whose care continually drains their finances. The ranch hand she is diverting turns out to be none other than the
heir to the Wainrights. And before they
even realize it, Cord and Sarah are falling in love, a most inconvenient discovery for families who hate one another.
A Heart Divided is a light romance
set in the Rocky Mountains in the late
1800s. Much of the story is predictable,
yet there is value to the book in that
the plot encompasses love and forgiveness and the true meaning of family. If
your library has a large fiction collection, you’ll want to add this novel. CC
A HEART MOST WORTHY
by Siri Mitchell
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0795-2, PB, 372
pages, $14.99
This book wasn’t what I expected.
It’s set during World War I, in the hardworking, yet despised Italian immigrant community of Boston. So it’s
wrongly categorized as contemporary.
That said, though, the story is compelling, if not disturbing.
The three heroines do beading and
smocking work in Madame Fortier’s
dress shop. Reckless Julietta narrowly
escapes rape; compliant Annamaria
falls for a forbidden Sicilian grocer; and
the formerly privileged daughter of
Roman royalty, Luciana, joins them.
Woven in is Fortier’s secret: She’s
ashamed to admit to her socialite cli-

entele that she’s Italian. The wartime
draft, a deadly flu epidemic, and the
seething hatred of a handsome young
anarchist keep the pace heart-pounding. In the end, it’s a worthy read. J-AI
HIDDEN AFFECTIONS
by Delia Parr
Bethany, 978-0-7642-0672-6, PB, 344
pages, $14.99
Parr’s novel brims with all forms of
love, though that isn’t at all what the
main characters, Annabelle Tyler and
Harrison Graymoor, want when they
are forced into marriage. Both have to
learn to live with each other, if only
temporarily, while they try to end this
“accidental” marriage of convenience.
However, each has a secret that he and
she is determined to keep, no matter
the consequences.
The setup is charming from the getgo, and both Annabelle and Harrison
have well-developed and intriguing
backgrounds. God plays an important
part in their lives as they strive for ultimate forgiveness. My only qualms
about the novel center on some occasional bland moments of drawn-out
description and the author’s habit of
saying a character had certain characteristics never to see them evidenced
in the character’s behavior. For those
who are looking for a story reminiscent
of Jane Eyre or other romance classics,
this is a good choice. SL
THE JUDAS GOSPEL
by Bill Myers
Howard, 978-1-4391-5354-3, PB, 320
pages, $14.99
What if Judas had been Jesus’ PR
rep? Myers explores this idea in The
Judas Gospel. God allows Judas to return to Earth to help Rachel Delacroix,
a young prophet-in-the-making, to
spread her message to the masses. But
even while she is torn between opposing ideas about how she should preach
and minister to others, much darker
forces are at work to destroy her and
everything she believes in.
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Myers explores many themes: commercialized Christianity, stewardship
of spiritual gifts, the prosperity Gospel, and God’s love for the individual.
This last theme is seen in the recurring
image of the parable of the lost sheep.
Unfortunately, the characters are not
as strongly developed as in most of
Myers’s other novels; and several of the
supporting characters seem flat. But
overall, The Judas Gospel is an exciting
and thought-provoking plot. NB
LOVE ME BACK TO LIFE
by Missy Horsfall & Susan Stevens
Barbour, 978-1-61626-328-7, PB, 321
pages, $12.99
Mallory Carlisle is dealing with her
own deceit in a marriage with an oftabsent husband, raising their two girls,
and displaying a loyalty to her extended family that is dysfunctional.
The enlightenment in all of their lives
is almost unbearable when well-hidden and suppressed secrets surface.
Guilt, suspicion, dishonesty, and
Mallory’s now failing marriage make
it seem that healing, health, and love
cannot survive.
The authors take a volatile and untouchable subject in the church, put it
into a page-turning drama, and then
bring it to the discussion table. The
study guide in the back can be used by
groups or individuals. The real aspects
of an adult living in the afterlife of child
sexual abuse is painful, but the journey to healing comes through truth in
Christ. Recommended for women.
CWM
MARTHA
by Diana Wallis Taylor
Revell, 978-0-8007-3465-7, PB, 247
pages, $14.99
Martha would be pleased with this
affirming assessment of her as one who
trusted God to guide her in perplexing situations. Readers who know the
story of Mary and Martha will be intrigued by the creative ideas the author
brings to the story as she gives insights
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for Martha’s concern for seeing that
guests are welcomed in a gracious
manner.
The dialogue, some original and
much biblical, daily living, and Jewish
ceremonies are so believable the reader
surmises the author was an eyewitness.
The novel relationships between Mary
and Martha and some of the disciples
are surprising but, for the most part,
compatible with the Scriptures. Hence,
it was a jolt to read that Martha did not
serve the dinner in Bethany the night
Mary anointed Jesus’ feet as John attested.
I am a Martha by nature, and I
found the story line compelling. The
author’s research was meticulous to
create such a believable tale, but the
copyediting was faulty. I recommend
this book to young adults and older
women who appreciate novels with a
biblical background but aren’t bothered by the overuse of adverbs, repetitious phrases, or misuse of homonyms.
HIM
THE MUIR HOUSE
by Mary DeMuth
Zondervan, 978-0-310-33033-2, PB, 336
pages, $14.99
Willa Muir cannot remember what
traumatic event happened to her when
she was four. Seeking to find the missing pieces of her memory, she returns
to her childhood home. Desperate to
make sense of her past, Willa investigates, interviews, researches, and
probes every lead; but local folks are
holding old secrets tightly. To complicate matters, Willa must also deal with
a proposal from a new beau and the
reappearance of an ex-boyfriend.
When she finally comes face-to-face
with her past, she must resolve difficult issues in light of her future and
view of God’s love.
Set in an old funeral home, The Muir
House is mysterious and engaging.
Readers come alongside Willa on her
painful search for acceptance and love.
Despite an occasional slowness to the

plot, suspense keeps the reader’s attention. For Christian woman between the
ages of 15 and 55, this book will be a
source of enjoyment and encouragement. RV
NO SAFE HAVEN
by Kimberly & Kayla R. Woodhouse
B&H, 978-14336-7116-6, PB, 341 pages,
$14.99
After surviving a plane crash in the
Alaskan mountains, escaping bad guys
in helicopters, and being stranded for
days on a mountain, Jenna and her
daughter Andie, who has a rare medical condition, thought their troubles
were over. But when Cole Maddox,
another survivor, reveals information
about Jenna’s husband’s death, they
are all in for more danger and peril as
their unfortunate circumstances turn
into a wild mission of survival and
truth. All three characters must learn
to trust one another in order to escape
the dangers that lie waiting for them
before they can return home.
The story line is captivating, taking
readers through extreme situations
with multiple points of view. The story
is fast-paced and exhilarating, but the
authors never lose control of the plot.
Faith aspects arise as issues of abandonment, isolation, trust, and love are
challenged and redefined. The level of
vocabulary and good flow of the story
make this a novel that can be enjoyed
by junior highers through adults. I recommend it for anyone who enjoys adventure and faith enhancement. MCA
OVER THE EDGE
by Brandilyn Collins
B&H, 978-1-4336-7162-3, PB, 352
pages, $14.99
Janessa McNeil has been infected
with Lyme disease by a terrorist. But
her husband, a doctor and expert on
Lyme, refuses to believe she has it.
Now, battling debilitating symptoms,
she must stop the terrorist before he
infects her daughter and many others.
Collins gives a vivid portrayal of the
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symptoms of Lyme and the medical
debate surrounding it. She should
know. Three years ago, she nearly died
of this disease. Her faith in Christ as
the Great Physician comes through in
the thoughts and actions of Janessa.
Collins also describes the medical facts
behind the story without forcing the
reader to go searching for a dictionary.
Janessa is a believable character whom
readers support and want to succeed.
The suspense is handled well, keeping
readers up late, turning pages. NS
THE TOUCH
by Randall Wallace
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-4366-2, PB, 283
pages, $14.99
For a time, Andrew Jones’s life
couldn’t be better. The brilliant surgeon
proposes to the love of his life in the
Sistine Chapel. But three months later,
he can’t save her after a car crash in
rural Virginia, so he gives up on his
gift. Meanwhile, in downtown Chicago, Lara Blair struggles to steer a
path farther inside the brain than surgeons have ever gone. She realizes she
needs Jones and his rock-steady hands
to complete the new surgical technique.
Though Andrew and Lara find each
other and God on their journeys, their
theology never develops beyond belief
in a God who loves beauty and shares
it with His creation. Jesus and His
death on the cross have little effect on
the characters’ activities. The longwinded writing style distracts at times,
but the compelling story prevails. The
character-based drama outweighs the
medical weightiness of the book, so fiction readers should enjoy it. ARM

You can never get a cup of tea large
enough or a book long enough to suit
me.
—C. S. Lewis
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Finances
MONEY AND MARRIAGE: A Complete Guide for Engaged and Newly
Married Couples
by Matt Bell
NavPress, 978-1-61521-561-4, PB, 219
pages, $14.99
Instead of only helping readers remedy existing financial problems, this
book targets engaged or newly married
couples in laying wise financial foundations. Bell begins by describing how
different personalities regard money
(“financial DNA”). He next offers a 10step action plan for financial success,
which covers the basics of budgeting,
debt reduction, and spending smart for
housing and everyday needs. The final chapters deal with blending finances after marriage, and the appendix offers sample budgets.
The third title by financial writer
and speaker Bell, it reads like a seminar in book form. If the finance section
of your library is dated or thin, consider buying this book. It repeats much
of the same advice of better-known authors, but its extra attention to the
needs of newlyweds might help you
serve a younger audience. JZ

History
REDISCOVERING THE CHURCH
FATHERS: Who They Were and How
They Shaped the Church
by Michael A. G. Haykin
Crossway, 978-1-4335-1043-4, PB, 172
pages, $16.99
The average church member knows
little about church history between the
New Testament and the church he is a
member of, especially before Martin
Luther. This book aims to rectify that
gap. After an introductory chapter on
the vital need for evangelicals to redis-

cover the church fathers, Haykin, a
church-history professor, devotes
chapters to Ignatius of Antioch, The
Letter to Diognetus, Origen, Cyprian
and Ambrose, Basil of Caesarea, and
Patrick. He concludes with a chapter
on how he became so interested in the
subject that he earned a doctorate in
the field and devoted a lifetime to it.
Two appendices, one on a beginner’s
guide to reading the church fathers and
another on Jaroslav Pelikan’s first of
five volumes on The Emergence of the
Catholic Tradition, complete the book.
Unfortunately, Haykin writes at the
graduate level and the type is small,
especially in the footnotes. So this book
may have limited circulation. LRK

Teens
DOUBLE TAKE
by Melody Carlson
Revell, 978-0-8007-1964-7, PB, 271
pages, $9.99
Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to switch lives with
someone? Madison, a wealthy New
York socialite, and Anna, an Amish
teenager, serendipitously meet at a
rural café. Coincidentally, they look
alike. Each girl is unhappy with her life.
Madison wants a simpler lifestyle; and
Anna wants to find Jacob, a beau who
left his Amish community. So the girls
decide to trade places.
Anna, indeed, finds Jacob and heartbreakingly discovers he’s no longer the
boy she once knew. Madison embraces
the quiet country lifestyle, learns about
friendship, and discovers God through
the peaceful surroundings. Both girls
learn what’s important in life and
where they belong. They return to their
real lives, though their weeklong experiment changed their lives for the
better.
Carlson has created unique characChurch Libraries • Fall 2011 25
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ters and brings them to life with realistic dialogue. The plot is unlikely but
interesting and enjoyable. Recommended for teen and preteen girls.
AKD
FOUND IN TRANSLATION
Altered Hearts #1
by Roger Bruner with Kristi Rae
Bruner
Barbour, 978-1-60260-961-7, PB, 365
pages, $9.99
Carrying suitcases stuffed with designer clothes, hair dryer, and new
karaoke machine, Kim is unprepared
for her missions trip to Mexico. She
faces more challenges when she breaks
her arm and must find a new purpose
for the trip. God begins to speak to Kim
through her prayers, Bible reading, and
dreams; and her heart softens. In the
end, she finds the villagers’ hearts were
changed as well.
The Bruners weave biblical truths
like forgiveness into this story. Some
of the lessons, however, seem a bit
forced; and Kim’s actions and dialogue
seem inauthentic for teens. An intense
relationship between Kim and an African-American friend might be challenging to some conservative readers.
Despite these setbacks, teen girls will
still glean biblical lessons and a clear
presentation of the gospel from reading this novel. MAZ
HOW HUGE THE NIGHT
by Heather Munn & Lydia Munn
Kregel, 978-0-8254-3310-8, PB, 304
pages, $14.99
With the looming threat of war, 15-

SERIES UPDATE
Altered Hearts
by Roger Bruner with Kristi
Rae Bruner
Barbour, 978-1-60260-962-4,
$9.99
#2 Lost in Dreams
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year-old Julien Losier must move to a
new home in southern France, along
with a Jewish boy. Gina, a Jewish girl
from Austria, fights to escape the horrors of the Nazis and find freedom.
Now, Julien must not only learn how
to make friends and be a good Christian but also decide how to help his
friends survive amidst persecution.
The language and tone fit the audience. Julien’s normal struggles of finding friends at school nicely offset
Gina’s struggles to survive culturally.
Such problems are not so alien among
modern teens. The setting in pre-World
War II France provides a unique and
highly intriguing perspective of the
war from a teen point of view. The
theme of love that crosses ethnicity,
race, gender, and nationality reveals
God to have a plan that is timeless. NS

Chediak has, indeed, seen how certain
parts of college can affect students; but
he doesn’t connect to the everyday
lives of students. He spreads himself
too thin, trying to cover too much and
not going into enough detail. However,
I recommend this book as a starting
platform since it gives basic ideas that
can be expanded on in other books. TN

THRIVING AT COLLEGE
by Alex Chediak
Tyndale, 978-1-4143-3963-4, PB, 327
pages, $14.99
Chediak addresses common issues
that both incoming freshmen and upperclassmen may encounter, including
time management, campus jobs, professional and personal relationships,
and Christianity at college. The chapters are split into sections about faith,
relationships, and academics. Chediak
uses common stories and examples.
Chapters on relationships and finances
offer interesting and practical ideas,
and the appendices give good insights
regarding college selection and keeping one’s faith strong.
Despite the simple style, many paragraphs are cluttered and confusing.
Chediak has an annoying habit of overusing parentheses. Biblical references
are relegated to parentheses, which
creates a jumble of names and numbers that can cause readers to get lost.
His main fault, however, is in his view
of college and college students. He
seems to say the only way to succeed
in college is to be fanatical about every
detail of college life. As a professor,
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MUSIC

Contemporary
CAPTIVATED
by Nicole C. Mullen
Maranatha!, 7-38597-20512-5, $13.99
If I could give only one album five
stars, this would be the one. Mullen
presents a biblical, compelling, makemy-heart-sing list of songs with clarity and vocal excellence. The meaty
content features worship straight out
of Revelation and confession out of
David’s Psalms. In homage to a 1970s
Imperials favorite, she sings in “A Song
for You”: “As long as there’s still one
breath in me/there always will be one
more song for you.” You believe her
as she sings that even if no one else ever
listens, her song is aimed toward God.
Several music-industry friends, including Michael O’Brien and The
Katinas, guest on the album. The tunes
are catchy, especially the Reggae beat
of “My Shepherd.” The worshippacked title cut “Holy Captivated,”
and creative rendition of the Lord’s
Prayer, “Kingdom Come,” also captivated me. J-AI
HOME
by Nathan Tasker
Entertainment One, 0-99923-23592-7,
$9.98
Popular Australian songwriter and
singer Tasker recently relocated to
Nashville to be near fellow Christian

REVIEWS

recording colleagues. This move is evident in this CD, which has the CCM
success formula written all over it:
storytelling content, repetitive refrains,
signature backgrounds, and beat of the
contemporary genre. Tasker has the
right influences, including songwriter
extraordinaire Charlie Peacock.
Tasker writes that the relocation
halfway across the world and illness
in his family make him “long for our
true Home…. Suddenly all our talk of
home has become more real than we
ever thought possible, and we find
ourselves groaning with this world as
it longs for the redemption to be completed when Jesus returns.”
This is a young man with a healthy
perspective and commitment to Christ
that flow out of his lyrics and through
his musical offering. J-AI
ONE TRUE GOD
by Newsong
HHM, 5-099909-62092-6, $13.99
Here’s a refreshing statement from
popular recording artist Newsong’s
Russ Lee: “We feel like the five friends
helping the guy on the mat who is
paralyzed (Luke 5:17-26). We use the
music and the production to tear the
roof off. If we can just get people to
Jesus, He’ll do the rest.”
Like Newsong’s flashy concerts, this
is a high-energy collection, but it
doesn’t compromise. I love the passion
of “Move”: “I need to see You move
… I’ve done all that I can. The rest is

up to You.” In a mellow moment of
“Between the Cross and Crown,” they
sing about longing for the day when
every knee bows before the Lord and
we inherit our crowns, but they recognize His sovereignty even today in this
fallen world.
For musical excellence and unflinching content, highly recommended. J-AI
MUSIC FOR THE RADIO
by Dave & Jess Ray
Six Eighteen Music, 8-84501-48428-2,
$7.50
How often have you heard this
short-term mission report: “My life will
never be the same”? The Rays, a husband and wife worship-leader team,
were transformed by a mission to
Sudan. There they met peasant woman
Asinita, whose possessions summed
six chickens. When Asinita gave one of
those chickens to the couple’s mission
team out of gratitude, the Rays were
amazed.
Not satisfied to return to regular life,
they wrote “Asinita” and five other
cuts, assembled this CD, and decided
to donate all proceeds to purchase
handheld radios, so the people of
southern Sudan can hear the gospel in
tribal languages.
This is a passionate, personal recording, best summed up in “Better”:
“Better than my life, oh Lord, is Your
never-failing love.” J-AI (Order from
www.musicfortheradio.com.)

BULLETIN
BOARD
Congratulations to reading
program participants!
—Lisa Kern, librarian
College Church, Wheaton, Ill.
Church Libraries • Fall 2011 27

POSTER/BULLETIN

BOARDS

by Arlene Walker
Poster
Use a piece of tan poster board. Cut
a football from brown paper in proportion with the size of the poster.
Draw and cut strips of white paper
for the goal post. Outline it with a
black marker and glue in place on
the poster as shown. Cut oversized
red letters for the word VICTORY.
Arrange them on the poster, and
glue them in place. Use a pencil to
lightly write the remaining words,
spacing as shown, and trace the letters with a black marker. Cut small,
open-book shapes from white paper; and outline them with a black
marker. Glue in place.

Bulletin Board
Cover the board with bright yellow cloth or paper. Draw five large circles
for the children’s faces on white card stock. Draw facial features and
hair, using a black marker. Use scraps of paper in primary colors for
“clothing” and yarn for hair. Glue everything in place. Use crayons to
color the skin of each child’s face. On the back of each face, glue several
layers of small circles cut from heavy cardboard. When you mount the
faces on the board, there should be a space between each face and the
background.
Cut letters from bright red paper, and glue them to the board. Make
copies of book covers of books for children, and glue or staple them as
shown.

Bulletin Board
Cover a bulletin board with black paper or cloth. Make a pattern for the
gear shape, so seven gears are proportioned when arranged as shown on
the board. Using the pattern, trace gear shapes on art foam in a variety of
colors that blend together. (Art foam is available at craft- supply stores.)
Cut large letters for the title from leftover foam. Use a large piece of paper
the width of the bulletin board to write the verse from Romans 12:6 in
pencil as shown, then trace it with a black marker.
Use pins or staples to fasten the title, verse, and gears in place as shown.
Where possible, fit gears so they appear to interlock. Write the verse from
Romans 12:10 with a glitter pen around the gears as shown. Mount copies
of book jackets on spiritual gifts in the space remaining along the bottom of
the board.
________________________________________________________________
Arlene Walker is a freelance writer and retired teacher.
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ECLA Conference CDs
Check the CDs you want, complete the information at the bottom, and mail this
form with a check or money order in U.S. funds payable to ECLA.
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Navigating the Present and Future in a Digital Age, Jeff & Cindy Crosby
Selection Policy, Lin Johnson
Prescription for the Discouraged Librarian, Lynn Austin
How Books Can Carry God's Blessing, Julie-Allyson Ieron
Archiving Your Church History, Pat Howard
Audiobooks in Your Library, Tammy Faxel
Functions of Fiction, Allie Pleiter
Nourishing Your Dream, Lynn Austin
What Librarians Need to Know About Publishing: Trends in Fiction and
Nonfiction and the Future of the Book, Jeff & Cindy Crosby
Creating Web Pages for & Marketing Your Library, Cindy Kenney
Launching a Church Library, Susan Fischer
Life-transforming Literature, Mark Hamby
The Truth About Children’s Fiction, Becky Barnes
Setting Goals, Building Milestones With a Servant’s Heart, Lynn Austin
Lessons From VeggieTales®, Cindy Kenney
Helping Children Grow God’s Way, Gilbert Beers

PRICES: 1-9, $8 each; 10 or more, $6 each
SHIPPING & HANDLING: free in U.S.; Canada: add 15%

Name _______________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________________
State/Province_________________ Zip+4/Postal Code ________________
Phone _______________________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________________________
Subtotal: _____ CDs x $____ per CD =$________
Shipping & handling, Canada
$________
Total enclosed
$________

ECLA
P.O. Box 353
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
630-375-7865
mary@eclalibraries.org

Get Paid for Your
Ideas—and Get
Published

Y

ou can get published in Church
Libraries— and make some
money to buy books. I’m looking
for the following articles:
• Reading club and contest ideas.
• Special promotion ideas.
• Staff training ideas.
• Anything else you think other
church librarians can benefit from
reading.
• Short, funny stories of things that
have happened to you as a church
or school librarian. (This one doesn’t
pay, but share the laughter.)
• Pictures of bulletin boards, window displays, and/or posters you've
created to promote books and your
library. (No pay for this one either
buts lots of gratitude from other librarians who need ideas.)
You don’t have to be a professional writer. I can edit your ideas,
but I need the ideas to edit. I only
work via e-mail, so contact me at
linjohnson@eclalibraries.org. For
complete guidelines, go to ecla
libraries.org/journal.html; click on
Writers’ Guidelines.
—Lin Johnson, Managing Editor

Helps for Your Library
Library Software Solutions Library
by Debra Stombres—$6
Software
Solutions
Library software reviews from

CDs
See order form on inside back cover.

Winter 2010-11 Church Libraries.

Debra
Stombres

Develop Your Selection Policy
by Lin Johnson—$3
Launching a Library Ministry
by Debra Stombres, Susan
Fischer, & Lin Johnson—$7

/$81&+,1*
$/,%5$5<
0,1,675<

Clear, concise guidance for writing a
mission statement, staffing your library,
furnishing and equipping the room,
selecting books and other media, and
processing and classifying those materials.

This pamphlet will help you determine
what to put in your library and what to
leave out and to tailor a written policy for
your library.

Develop
Yo
ur
You
Libr
ar y
Libra
Selection
Policy
by Lin Johnson

Debra Stombres
Susan Fischer
Lin Johnson

Church Library Classification System
by William B. Haburn—$13
Dewey Decimal system adapted
for church libraries.

Book/pamphlet prices include shipping & handling in U.S.
E-mail mary@eclalibraries.org for extra shipping costs to other countries.
___________________________________________________________
Check the titles you want, fill in your contact information, and send this form with a check or money order
payable in U.S. funds to ECLA. Mail to ECLA, P.O. Box 353, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-0353.
___ Library Software Solutions, $6
___ Launching a Library Ministry, $7
___ Develop Your Selection Policy, $3
___ Church Library Classification System, $13
Total enclosed: $________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________________________________________________
State/Province_________________ Zip+4/Postal Code ________________
Phone _____________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________

